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KRISTA TIPPETT, HOST. I'm Krista Tippett. Today, a conversation withridgVattson, the first woman president ofthe IskaBodety
of North America. She speaks about her experiefistamnic spirituality, which she discovered in 26s atter a Catholic upbringing.
And shedescribes heroriginal and determined agoprio pressures within Islam and outsideiit.

DR. INGRID MATTSON: | wish people outside of our community would uistiand this — that we could stand, you know, orstt@pbox
frommorning to night and say, 'l condemn thisyridemn that.' But, you know, it wouldn't have timedlofimpact that our, you know,
much slower, more patient work of building a welhé¢tioning model American Muslim community will kav

Ms. TIPPETT. This isSpeaking of Faith. Stay with us.

[Announcaments]

Ms. TIPPETT. I'm Krista Tippett. Last fall, Ingrid Mattson baoathe first woman and the first convert to headdhamic Society of
North America, one ofthe oldest and largest canswos ofthe estimated six milion Muslims in theBJand Canada. Mattson wears an
Islamic head covering dwjab, and leads athoroughly modem life as a schulidtic figure, wife, and mother. This hour, wellbpe
herunusual perspedive on atunultuous age famiéi the West and around the world.

From American Public Media, this$peaking of Faith, public radio's conversation about religion, megnethics, and ideas. Today, "A
New Voice for Islam"— Muslim leader Ingrid Mattsdngrid Mattson grew up in a large Catholic faniiyOntario in Canada, and
studied philosophy and fine arts there. She toiokoP aris the summer of her junioryearto stadyand indulge herlove of cyding.
There, at an outdoor conference, she met someAffiesin students with whom she became friends. Witbirce that would change
the very course ofher life, she was drawn to tredities oftheir character.

DR. MATTSON: These were people who were far rom home, quip@irerished most ofthem, discriminated againstviana explicit
way that lhadn'texperienced beforein Canadatvey were incredibly dignified, very generoust-esenfident without being

arrogant, kind to the people around them, everethb® did not treat themwell. And there was atsipithemthat | found very
attractive. And | was drawn to them and wantechéme more time with them, and understand what kessécret ofthis character that
was, to me, very difierent and profound.

Ms. TiPPETT. At the heart ofthat secret, Mattson leamed, adsep Islamic faith. Theirs was alow-key spilityges she putsit, more
a way ofbeing intheword than ofdisplayinggiein. And this epitomizes the true spirit of Islarfaith for Ingrid Mattson, a spirit she
laborsto describe, lead, and represent in thet widisetterpublicized stridencies and violenceth& age of 23, Ingrid Mattson
converted to Islam. She went on to eam a Ph Blamic studies at the University of Chicago, adow a professor of Islamic Studies
and Director of Islamic Chaplaincy at Hartford Seany in Connecticut.

In the many profiles that have been wiitten abogtidl Mattson, her transition rom Catholic girlltbi@ Muslim role model is noted
with interest, but rarely dwelt upon. | wanted &ah about her discovery of Islamic spirituality abdut the practices that undemin her
evident love for Islamto this day.

DR. MATTSON: When I started reading the Quran, and, and | tvasay that what | was reading was, more tharhiamy,ta poor

English translation ofthe meaning and...

Ms. TIiPPETT. Right. Right. Which doesn't really work at all gdait?

DR. MATTSON: Right. | mean,now, years later, and knowing tie&pn and having studied it and its reditatioth@éArabic, what
astounds me is how the beauty ofthe message die thoough to me in that poor translation. Andriick me, really, like a
thunderolt. | mean, this awakening of, | would,ssay almost childlike wonderment at the beautygdod/ of creation, and the sense of
majesty, the sense ofthe universe being pervadedneaning and purpose. And that's really whatihean brought to me before
anything. t was this awareness of God beforeiegae any spedific guidelines for how | should limglife as a Muslim.

Ms. TIPPETT. You know, | also think itis interesting. | meaou were also reading it, imagining these peoptgredt dignity and
kindness who you knew.Whereas sometimes, now|g@ewght pick up the Qur'an with these headlines@eénce, right?

Copyright ©2007 American Public Media ®. All rights reserved. No quotes from the materias contained herein may be
used inany media without attribution o American Public Media. T his transcript may not be reproducedin whae or in part

without prior written permission. For further information, please contact permissions@americanpublicmedia.org.



PUBLIC MEDIA Speaking of Faith’

with Krista Tippett

DR. MATTSON: Well, that's agood point. And, absolutely. Yon'td mean,we are in our historical time. Anglithpossible for us to
divest ourselves ofthese images that we havegthata images and rea people, who are cret@igackground forhow we read the
Qur'an and hear anything about Islam.

Ms. TiPPETT. Mm-hmm. You've aso spoken in other interviewsuaibmw you experience bowing and prostration thratslved in
Muslim prayer to be something very enlivening amgartant.

DR. MATTSON: | was realy sumprised the first time | prayedhas-in a Muslim prayer. Iwas not a Muslim at tiate. | was just

starting to study the Quran and study some Arabit¢,could have some sense ofthe scripture.ymdknow, the people who were
teaching me said, 'Well, you know, do you wanbia s in prayer?' | said, Well, OK. Idon't knbaw to doit! They said, 'Just follow
alongwith us! So Idid.And, of course, you kndvigels, at fist, very awkward. You're lookingyihg to see what they're doing. These
movements are diferent. But as soon as | prodtestd had my — my head to the ground and feliséres e of connection with the
earth, of blocking everything out, because wherrgqurostrating you, you don't see anything arywud And so, realy, itis, the words
that you're saying in your mind, glorifying Godelt such a holistic connection to God. | meas ,atfull-body connection,you know?

Ms. TiPPETT. A full-body connection. Right. Right.

DR. MATTSON: And, and that was really extraordinary. And | oome to look at this prayer, the ritual prayerwaghsa gift. It's not even
just a question of doing that in a house of worshiig Quran says that the whole Earth has beea foeds a masjid, a place of
prostration. Sacred space is created by the indilidt's not so much about a particular locatimrt the action that you do. You know, |
think this is akind of existential definition cfam.

Ms. TIPPETT. Right.

DR. MATTSON: You know,what you do creates the sacred timespade. Whetherit is prayer, that ritual prayehauing our
encounters with people, giving them, imbuing theth this sense of meaning. The fact that the P iddisbammad taught us that we
should greet people with asmile. So you're crgéliat sacred spacein that interaction, in smiirgpmeone’'s face, letting thembe at
easewith you and comfortable in that initial emtew.

To bea Muslim, yes, means it believing in certisings. But those beliefs are embodied in all softsctions. And that's the only thing
that we can judge. We can'tjudge the depth of sng® belief, or even ourown,in many cases. Butan try to improve our
encounters and our actions to the point that teéess ofa disconnect between what we say weiedind how we arein the world.
Ms. TIPPETT. Muslim leader Ingrid Mattson. I'm Krista Tipp etttdathis ispeaki ng of Faith rom American P ublic Media. Mattson
initially became a vice president ofthe Islamici®y of North Americaon the firstday of Septent2801. She said she felt at that
time that North American Muslins were just comin@ itheir own. And the future was full of new pbdldiy forvital, creative
participation in Westem sodety. Ten days latlez,watched airplanes crash into the Word TradéeCend feared that all she had
worked for had been lost. But she cultivated aodidtic leadership style, skillfully bridging gapsg@nder, ethnicity, and politics
among North American Muslims.

Ms. TIPPETT. Here you arein 2007.You are the first womanfiisenon-immigrant, and the first convert to l¢ad Islamic Society of
North America. And to lead itin atumultuous tirgey know? History may look back on this time 1@@ss fromnow as a, as a
moment ofgreat crisis and also, perhaps, as atgmang pointin onedirection or the other lam and forthe word. When you look
back at yourlife, | mean, your early life, wheeysbu see what prepared you for this, for thisiagat

DR. MATTSON: | don'tthink anything could have prepared mehisr. | was,the otherday, Iwas, I said to mybtaml, | said, "Can you
believethat | amthe onewho is supposed to bgdbis job?" | mean, how did it come to this? bmehat's why we have to say that
God has His plan and, and we have our plan. Ardsthaw | look atit. And llook back and | sayyéll, you know, there are things
that have prepared me for this." The fact thaelgup in alarge family with four brothers. Beilng 5ixh of seven children.

Ms. TIPPETT. OK.

DR. MAaTTSON: And, you know, always at the bottom of a headtrda pile-on. So leaming to be, maybe, calm usitiestions of

stress and conflict certainly helped. Iwas botm inCatholic family. And I'm able to appreciateaviEatholic schools gave me in terms
ofan education and avision of social justice ¢egtainly the nuns in my community had. So thati, know, people talk about my
ability to bridge diferent communities.

And for me, it's not even so much abridge asyréeling able to understand and place myselfindwamunity and apprecate what it
has to offer. | see that my job, at this timepitty to make those connections, find those coomextnegotiate our difierences in away
that will, not only not lead to conflict, but le@mgrowth. We're so focused on just trying to kbeppeace that we don't really benefit
fromthosediflerences.
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Ms. TiPPETT. And Iwant to ask you, a couple ofweeks agatdnmewed someone named Douglas Johnston whai®igrf policy
expert, and diplomat, and is doing alot of world kind of, what is preventive diplomacy, also hyih many confiicts that have some
kind of Musliminterface. An observation he's maare, I'm curious about how you would respond ts, ou know, sinply put, that
Americans speak the language of separation whgrttiini about faith and public life. And that Mus speak alanguage of
integration. And, | mean, | wonder how you appraett, having kind of both worlds and both senigibdl as part of your experience
and identity.

DR. MATTSON: Well, Americans may speak about a separatiorhdwidoes that really work itself out? You know s ifot easy.

What | see as the realissue is the extent to vthecauthority ofthe state in the 20th century has increased to such a level that
everyone seems to think that, you know, the oniy wwasolve thisis to kind of struggle over who leestrol overthat. Because it is so
intrusive, whether it has to do with public eduaraibr health care and the policies that the govemwill give forthat, or accessing
the natural resources that ordinary people arekyow, havein the ground undemeath them and dribem. And so I think this is

why the discussion ofwhat is the role betweegiali and the state was jacked up to such a highileihe 20th century. And | think
what we need to do in this century,is to thinkuttithe ways to, you know, push the authority todolevels. You don't want to go back
to acompletely parochial model,whereall it meéarstay you had to, you know, they had the tyrafiiie local leader. | think what we
need is real democracy in politics and in religidrere ordinary people have control overwho isesgrting them, whether that is who
is,is heading the mosque orwho is heading tegional govemment.

Ms. TiePETT. And what | also think you're describing is lessgrsome ofthat authority, also kind of puttin@iits place. | mean, one
thing I think is happening with globalization isypée exerting influence in otherways than beingoiernment.

DR. MATTSON: Right. And whatyou seeis, | mean, ifl just ®an the example of Muslimwomen, | see that gialiabn has helped
Muslimwomen in many ways in terms of giving thetoess to information about what Muslimwomen ireofherts ofthe word are
doing. Because one ofthe problems that we hahatdocal cultureis so often conflated with, wighigion, religious norms and
whether it has to do with, you know, so-called hidkiding or marriage without consent. All ofthossues, these are cultura practices
that peoplein powerwill tend to conflate withdel and say, 'Well, you know, this is our culturgisTs our tradition," as ifthey're all
one theme. And Iwas really moved by Mukhtar Maisk. Y ou know, Mukhtar Mai, the Pakistani womaromres brutally gang raped
by...

Ms. TIPPETT. Yeah. Right.

DR. MATTSON: ...you know, the strong tribe of hervillage. Anchier book, she talks about how she went to thisriational
conference. | mean, not everything wasn't goodtahdBut one thing that, that amazed her and garsome strength and energy was
to realize that women in many other parts of thddweere also facing struggles. Not exactly thesdmmean, what's amazing is that
the kinds of oppression that they were experiengimg diferent rom hers, but it was structurdiie same in terms of, you know,
someone saying in a very authoritarian way, "Fislam. This is your religion. This is your cuuwe have to do it this way.'

Ms. TIPPETT. Islamic Society of North America president Ingvidttson. Her predecessor, Sheikh Muhammed Nur Addtlubraised
her election as a dearsignal that Muslimwomerbeleaders and partners with brothers in thenlslaord. She has received
expressions of support rom Muslimleaders arohedhtorld, though some have questioned whetheeagelship conforms to Islamic
tradition.

Y et Mattson's own theology is fairly conservati@ae seeks adeeper understanding of not a depfestrhistoric Islamic tradition.
Thatis to say, how Muslims havelived and integatéhe core ofIslamfromthe eariest days ofitefthe P rophet Muhammad.
Ingrid Mattson wears fajab or Islamichead covering by choice. | asked hexthis means forher.

DR. MATTSON: While Iwas convinced by those who were teachiegabout Islam early on that ahead covering forewispart of
whatis required in Islamiclaw, Iwas not convitiodthe reasons forit. | mean, people talked glyou know, socety and gender
mixing and all these kind ofthings. So when Itfreard about that, | said, Well,that didn't makech senseto me.' But Idid it as an
actofobedience.

And once | started wearing it, 1 did notice the d&figrin terms of being treated in a more, | woudgl, professional manner by even,you
know, those peoplewho Id known eadier, whethey tvere professors orothers. lwas sumprisdteptway that the kind of, you
know, language that I'd become so used to, witha@&nuendo and, | mean, now, you know, | wagntirad people who were very
vulgar. Just talking with people, at work or ataadhhow many jokes and things have, have thisaénauendo, how they're kind of
just dropped away. And | hadn't been aware ofweH, you know, really aware of how pervasive itsitd | started wearnng hijab. And
| felt that, you know, an advantage, and | wasriaep at that. It doesn't mean it's not dificoihetimes. | mean, it is dificult at times
and it does present its own challenges. But marettie social dynamics, | would say, for me itépsitua benefit. Y ou know, it's
interesting, |was teaching a dass earlierthidvand I have an African priestin my dass. Aadvas talking about how, in African
Chiistianity, still, women, and even men, will félebt some gesture of covering...
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Ms. TIPPETT. Yes.

DR. MATTSON: ...isimportantin the presence of God. That wherirgan the presence ofthe Sacred, whethettieiEticharist or in
the church, or approaching the Bible, that ...

Ms. TIPPETT. And you find that impulse in Judaism as well.

DR. MATTSON: Right. You know, Islam doesn't have a clergy. Baslim needs to be responsible for his or her atual life, so that
when thetime for prayer comes, you know, and lome I need to be my own imam. | need to organigeelfand organize the prayer
and lead myselfin prayer, to conduct that ritugbeif. And the whole Earth is a mosque for us.Whele of creation is sacred. So that
fact that Iwear this covering throughout the dayme, also symbolizes my acknowledgment that isere place where | amthat is
devoid ofthe presence ofthe sacred.

Ms. TIiPPETT. Hmm. You are not an uncontroversial figure foafsic women. There are women in places like SandS@nand
Virginia and New York who aretrying to remove digns between men and women in worship. What isyoderstanding ofwhat the
core ofslamhas to say about women and worstd pesaalership? | mean, is there a body of esseetiehings on that?

DR. MATTSON: Atthe basic, love al. And the fundamental loliésathe absolute, complete spiritual equalityreh and women. That

is dear fomthe Quran. Then the question isl,wélat about positions ofleadership? And thexmiin Islamic law is that anything is
permissible unless thereis an explicit teachimy itts not permissible. Y ou know, ifwe want ty #zat there are limits, then we have to
prove that. So, the rea question is are therpasiyions or roles that women are excduded frompging? And my argumentis that, as
a generd rule, no.On arelative level or relalidevel in some cases, yes. Just as in someigitsigh man can't take a certain position
ofauthority depending on sort ofwho the indivilduee in that room. And what | mean by that is,@aoman be an iman? Yes.

An imamis the leaderofprayer. And awoman cath yeomen have been leaders of congregations. Hresali-female congregations.
And there asois good evidence that women haviakdfamilies in congregational prayer. The goesis, in apublic setting that
includes non-family members, you know, males whenan-family members, then should she take |leag@rsétmd that's really the,you
know, the oneissue wherethere's alot of delighterrow. The majority view at this pointis thab, she shouldn't take that leadership
when there are non-related males in the congregdfitere are others who,who look at it at a difigway. But you know, my pointis
that, we should then look and say, Well, are thertain situations where it would be improperganan to lead?'

I've been to some communities on the prayer, ti@Eayer. There are two Eids, two holidays a Jearare the major Islamic holidays.
And sometimes, the way the community is set upasthere are so many people who come to that piiegtethere maybe two diflerent
halls that the prayer is being held in simultanigous

Ms. TIPPETT. Right.

DR. MATTSON: And I've actually been to a prayerwhere the whallewas women, yet they sent a man to lead thogaen in prayer.
And Ithoughtto myself, 'Should that man reallyiothis mom with a thousand women?' And is that...

Ms. TIPPETT. Right.

DR. MATTSON: You know, even in terms ofthe, the kind of gensdasitivities ofIslam, wouldn't it be better fgpaint awoman to
lead that congregation? You know, I'm not necdgsgiviing any answers here.

Ms. TIPPETT. Right.
DR. MATTSON: But 'msaying that we need to start thinking &liloase issues.

Ms. TiPPETT. And, | mean, you are adiplomat, and that comesigh very deary. And that's, that's why, thatie ofthe answers to
the, that question you asked your husband. Yoytadther day, why are you doing this? | mean gre able to speak to many
people.You also have a high regard for the —whatcall the conservative approach to tradition lam takes. You've also talked
about how, because ofthat, it's important for modduslimwomen to find the archeology of womerhiitthe tradition?

DR. MATTSON: Well, let me, let me say why it's important to &ggin a dialogue with tradition. My point is tiradition is not,in

itselfa, you know, asacred object. But what #si@ it helps us purify our, ourintensions. Arthatvi mean by thatis the goal of
spinituality is to discem whatis God's will. Aiitts very easy for us to mistake ourown desiresvéshes for God's will. It's the

constant spiritual battle and struggle within olveseto try to silence our own desires and ouishieless and self-centeredness and open
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ourselves to what God is asking us to do.

What engaging in tradition does is it helps userbn those impulses that we have that may bieyarly strong and loud because of
the time that welive in. So when we engage inttosr] and we see how Muslims in difierent timegélaved, what kind of responses
theyve had, comparing that with our own prioritaesl our own burning questions, we're able to'Blaym, you know, maybe this is so
important to me because ofthe particular age litivAnd that may be good. | mean, it may bettieenecessity ofthetime I livein.
But on the otherhand, | may be giving it disprbipoete attention.' And so that's why, from a gp#tiperspective, | believeit's
important to engage in tradition.

And one ofthe challenges forscholarsis to fiméecurate representation of what really happ groeck now? How do we do that?
We'd look badk, primarily through books. And bodke't necessarily reflect all that happened inceesp. And so it requires a nore
subtle approach.We haveto dig deeper. We hdweekdor more sources to see ifthere are somee gmaps that, you know, even the
silences might teach us something and indicatethingeto us. Frankly, the goal of, you know, diggirp those great women ofthe
pastis not that difiicult.

Ms. TIiPPETT. Really?
DR. MATTSON: Exactly.
Ms. TIPPETT. Mm-hmm.

DR. MATTSON: | mean, there are all sorts of stories out tHeattiave not been told, and they're right thetdesurface ofthose
books. We can tell themand we can revive thentreeydcan teach us alot.You know, | feel reallpgyaabout the scholarship that's
been undertaken by many ofthe younger scholéreitest decade or so that are showing us akoftksibilities that are there that we
forgot about.

Ms. TIPPETT. You know, and something that distinguishes Isiamfsome ofthe other major traditions is thafRtfephet had women
in his life, that he was mariied, that he had deeighand he had along marriage to the mothe@saftidren and then other marriages
when hewas apolitical leader. Is that meaninfpiyou as you wrestle with these kinds of ques®on

DR. MATTSON: Itis. And the Prophet Muhammad's relationshipgh wbomen are very empowering to women because/ed lmomen,
he loved thewomen in his life. Hewas always prgithemand praising themto others in a publig.\Wge made a point of showing
themhonor and dignity. And that is agreat ledsomis, because somehow Muslim society became gaw, imbued with this notion
that — like they used to say about children, yoovkr—women should be not even seen and not heard.

Ms. TIPPETT. Right.

DR. MATTSON: That a man wouldn't even tak about the womendiifa. That that's sort of, you know, private avmimen belong to
this, you know, areathat oflife that just is uokm and unheard.Historically, that's not even,tmeéthat was the kind ofthe narrative,
normative-narrative that was passed down andigtsp contrary to the Prophet Muhammad's own life.

Ms. TIPPETT. Muslim scholar and leader Ingrid Mattson. ThiSasaking of Faith. Atter ashort break, what she calls the doubid bf
Muslims in the U.S. in the post-9/11 word anddbentercultural work of slow, patient change toatghe feels called.

Visit our award-winning Web site, speakingofffadiy., to hear behind-the-scenes dips of my contiemaith Ingrid Mattson. Read
her essay "Discovering (Not Uncovering) the Spiity of Muslim Women" and "Can aWoman be an ImaAi8o subscribe to our
podcast, an iTunes "Best 0of2006"selection, foe@download ofthis and each week's programddicast now indudes audio dips
frommy new book. Discover more at speakingo faidn.

I'm Krista Tippett. Stay with uSpeaking of Faith comes to you rom American Public Media.

[Announcaments]

Ms. TIPPETT. Welcome back t&eking of Faith, public radio's conversation about religion, megnethics, and ideas. ImKiista
Tippett. Today with Ingrid Mattson,who was eledfed first woman president of the Islamic Socidti}North Americain the fall of
2006. Shewas raised in Canada in a Catholic hatheamverted to Islamtwo decades ago,in herSslater studied Islamic
theology and spent time volunteering at a campefiigees in P eshawar on the Pakistan-Afghani bdweig the Soviet occupation of
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Afghanistan. It was there that she met her huskaaneigyptian engineer. Now, she's aprofessoedtitcdonald Center for Islamic
Studies and Christian-Muslim Relations at Hart®ehinary in Connecticut.

Ingrid Mattson has written and spoken widely alvaduét she calls the double bind that North AmerMaslins have experienced for
sometime and more acutely since 9/11. Thoughighari of Islamin North Americais overwhemingdgaceful and positive, Muslims
in Canada and the U.S. feel continualy compebegpblogize for reprehensible actions committeti@name oflslam. At the same
time, they endeavor globally to represent an Istéhaintity that is at once devout and conpatibté democratic values. But they
struggled to gain credibility in the wider Muslinowd when U.S. foreign policy is perceived as astital to those values.

DR. MATTSON: Well, I think it has become more dificult, anadie tensions that | spoke about have become far pronounced. It's
interesting espedally in the wake of many ofthiags that have gone on in Europe, that many Earogesemments now are looking
to the American Muslim community as a kind of moklligslim community.

Ms. TIPPETT. Right.

DR. MATTSON: How could we, you know, how could we teach theouathow to be Muslims in the so-called West. AnelthS. State
Department has even facilitated some delegatioAsrefican Muslins going to Europe and, you knouking about how we deal with
these things and what kind of models weve devaldpet do we have any authority? It's certainletioat there are those who look at
us and say, well, eitherthey think we're beinglusethe govemment or they think that if we areasonpletely in opposition to the
policies ofthe govemment, and | mean out in the=ts demonstrating, that we have no moral ciggtitthat weve kind of sold our
Islamfor living a cushy lifestyle in America. Sia dificult lineto walk, but I'm convinced ththis is what we need to do and it's our
responsibility .

There are many Muslims who would like us simplydademn, you know, the United States govemmeritsfdoreign policy, for its
actions, but it's much more conplicated than haiean, our roles simply can't be one of opposttioany particular policy when we
know on the otherhand that many in the Muslimdoeged to understand the benefits of democracyhertthws in their own
approach to politics, which is confrontational,ofifiona and does not engage in the patient wockdition building, consensus
building, and conceding the rights ofthe othetigsr

Ms. TIPPETT. Hmm. You spent some time in Afghanistan alsoyaiuag age. Was that after your conversion to Isteyour 20s
maybeor?

DR. MATTSON: Atter | became a Muslim, | was with Afghan refugee

Ms. TIPPETT. Right.

DR. MATTSON: ...but lwas in Pakistan. | neverwent to Afghamista

Ms. TiPPETT. OK.

DR. MATTSON: The Soviets were still fighting in Afghanistarttaét time.

Ms. TiPPETT. Right. But, you know, P akistan, Afghanistan, thaseplaces now that are intimately involved in Acaa foreign policy
and our struggle to come to terms with the newdveé inhabit and the American place in that. I'st urious about how your
personal experiences there or maybe other pemsgmatiences you have also bring home this comglexigou and some ofthe

paradox that's involved.

DR. MATTSON: Right. Well,when Iwas in Pakistan, Iwas livingPeshawar. At that time, no one knew where tlaaigovas. Now,
everyone knows where P eshawar is.

Ms. TIPPETT. Mm-hmm.

DR. MATTSON: Itwas an amazing complicated place. Everyonleewbrid was there trying to put theirhand inghraggle and try to
influenceit oneway or another, whetherit was, koow, the U.S. govemment with its many agenmiésSulf States orindividuals who
had theirown dreams ofwhat Afghanistan wouldApel that was a great lesson for me to see whatdkes were, how ordinary
people really sufiered. | mean, how just the omfieveryday Afghan person was suffering underthis the midst ofthis ideological
battle and struggle.

My best friend is Afghani and she worked with méhia camps and she continues to be my friendthigitiay, and is very bitter about
the fact that afterthe Soviets withdrew, thatdver people were unable to make concessions toodtaeh that the diferent Afghan
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parties,who had fought the war, were unable toerpadace with each other. And she herselfgavetbiltier child in the Kabul hospital
with — Ithink, there were a few hundred missitest twere fired into Kabul that night. She talksudtmiving birth underthe bed in the
Kabul hospital. And, you know, she said, 'Look, koow, we fought the Soviets to get them out. Was now our country, and why
could these men, these wariing parties, our Mugarigwhy could they not give something to eachrosiogthat there could be peace
for our people? Instead, they, they were so inigans, each insisting on theirway orthe highwrest it led to civil war and then,
eventually, to such chaos that the Taliban caraadntook over!

So the lesson Ileamed fromthat is you can‘tjlsie outside forces. You know, you can't just ¥&gll, there are these powers who
are intervening and putting pressure.' We haveath of us, take responsibility individually antledively forthe welfare of our
community. And yes, there will be,be chalengesn&imes, there, there will be, you know, like $osiets coming in and invading
your country. But, your first responsibility iski@ generous with each other and to embrace thisitiptbat your own community has
sothat you can be strong enough to withstand #iedefchallenges.

Ms. TIPPETT. Muslim scholar and leader Ingrid Mattson. I'm kxiFippett and this iSpeaki ng of Faith rom American P ublic Media.
Today, in conversation with Ingrid Mattson, thetiwoman president ofthe Islamic Sodety of Néwtherica about her perspective on
the 21st-century world.

Ms. TIPPETT. You havewiitten also in these last years thatfgoli yourselffor not being critical enough oétitaliban in those years
in Afghanistan — American Muslins perhaps for ratagis speaking about oppressive situations wiglianh. And | mean, | wonder
when you described that complexity — even ifitgegys that, let's say, the political role of thé@&thStates govemment is going to be
a very complicated thing to get right — is thergpacial obligation that you, as a fellow Muslimyédor, | don't know, aiding, helping
inthoseinternal dynamics you just described anabher Muslims in aplace like Afghanistan?

DR. MATTSON: Yeah. It's arealy dificult balance. And I'véd struggled with prioritizing our activities besa...

Ms. TIiPPETT. Right. Ofthe Islamic Sodiety of North America?

DR. MATTSON: Yeah. And as anindividua in my wiiting and spegkand, | mean, you can't simply be respondingefative actions

all thetime. You can't,you know, only say, 'l demn this. | condenm that.' To that extent, | thhakt perhaps, when Iwrote that, |
was, you know, really feeling the tragedy ofthemeat and was sincere in that. But realisticallyemvhthink about what is the most
efiective way to make change, | think that it' sdreor us to put our energies, first ofall, irttiggy our own house in order —
institutionally, organizationaly — so that we demthat model. We can be that example whethetat igou know, Muslim minorities

in Europe or elsewhere. But then also, into devedpthe kind of intellectual approaches, acaderoigywpapers that can then in this
globalized world be disseminated quickly and easilyther communities. So Ithink that we need aang-1 wish people outside ofour
community could understand this — that we coulddstgou know, on the soapbox from morning to nifid say, 'l condemn this. |
condemn that.' But you know, it wouldn't have tinel lofimpact that our, you know, much slower, mpagent work of building a
well-functioning model American Muslim communitylifiave.

Ms. TIiPPETT. This is apersonal question. lwonder what yosbland and your children think about this role yaudmnow.

DR. MAaTTSON: Well, |, before | accepted the nomination for jofest and before | accepted the nomination for piesident ofthe
Islamic Society of North America, | consulted witly children and my husband, because I knew it wiotgdact their lives and that it
would make me more busy, away romhome more ofted you know, | asked themwhat they thought afitoAind in each case,
they,they urged me to doit. My husband is, yoovkran Arab Muslimwho came to North Americainliaig 20s, traditionally raised.
And heis probably the most supportive husbanccgold find on the face ofthis earth. He is thejary cook in my household. He
takes care of my kids' homework. He, he's justippaitive because he feels that the Muslim commygaherally, and Muslimwomen
spedifically, need someonewho's advocating far tteeds. And so |, you know, really pray that @adkibless himfor his saciifice.
And also, well, you know, that my children will ket fomitin some way as well.

Ms. TIPPETT. YouVve told a story about your husband who, assaii was born in Egypt, who you met, | believiegmyou were
working with the Afghan refugees in P akistan, diesw to you a Muslimwoman he admired for herlligence and eloquence and
generosity. And then you met her and, and thereagasprise in that.

DR. MATTSON: Right. She's —when | met her, | saw that shg fdl/ers her face, herwhole body so that you odtuieee any part of
her.Yet, | had created such an image of her inmimgl based on the qualities and characteristiesntizdousband so admired that, |
guess that taught me something about how impoesiat Westemer, images were to me. And sort okyow, to what extent
someone's physical appearance embodied who theyjinvel mind. But clearly,itwasn't for him.

Ms. TIiPPETT. And, you know, linterviewed you once before if20not that long after Septenber 11. Many p eopdidd®ecome aware

ofIslamfor the first ime through that act ofydramatic violence and were wanting now to undegwhat Islamwas about. And |
asked you where non-Muslims could look to find ie®ggs vivid as those images of, you know, towesshirg to the ground, aiplanes
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flying into buildings. And you said there probalpn't be those dramatic images, but that we hatraitoour eyes on ordinary
Muslims. Ithought ofthat again when Iwas readingstory you tell about this woman because you fiynished this essay by saying,
"He knew herby her actions, by the eflect shedebtherpeople. We seemto make the mistakentidilg that seeing means knowing.
And that the more exposed a person is, the mowerian they are." And I don't know, I'mjust woridgiifin this and your answerto
my question five years ago and in this essay yamtenmore recently, ifthat is kind of — ifthat Kif crystallizes some ofyour
philosophy ofbeing a Muslimin the post-9/11 world

DR. MATTSON: Yeah. And to the extent that everyday, we haveetdeamatic images of bombs blowing up in markeBaghdad, fire
and destruction and death, | think | feel that wagn more so. | mean, even ifwe spent some tioher@ at the beautiful, beautiful
image of 3 million Muslims in absolute peace andioay, making the pilgrimage together to Meccayyear— which issuch a
profound image —still, could that really, you knawtweigh this daily bombardment of borrbard mdmaswe get on TV? Wejust
have to try to getaway fromthat to some exediteargage with individuals. And I'm saying thatjost because | want peopleto have
a diflerent idea about Muslims, but | want Amergctm feel hopeful. And there's a basis for hoperdlis a reason to feel that we can
get out ofthis mess, and that the future is noesgarily one ofbleakness and confiict and vi@ehat that there are millions and
millions of Muslims who are engaged in good worku¥Xnow, people like Muhammad Y unus who won theé\Bliize this year for
the great work he's done with the Grameen Banls@mdany others who are just trying to build a ldtitare for their families and in
societies. So we need to look elsewhere so thatmdeel hopeful, and we won't give up in despifjast capitulate to this vision of
an imminent apocalyptic violent ending to our earth

Ms. TIPPETT. Ingrid Mattson is professor of Islamic studies dimdctor ofIslamic Chaplaincy at Hartford SemjniarConnecticut.
Herein closing is a reading romthe essay wedisstissed, "Finding the Prophet in his P eople.”

READER: "The Prophet Muhammad said, 'When you see onénatanore, look to onewho has less.' When |wasedan Pakistan,
my husband and I, as refugee workers, did not maned money. Retuming to the refugee camp a few dégr our wedding, the
Afghan women eagerly asked to see the many drassepld bracelets my husband must have presented &s is customary
throughout the Muslimword. | showed them my siengdld ring and told them we had borrowed a deshé wedding. (The
women's faces fell and they looked at me with prodbsadness and sympathy.) The next week, sittindgent in that dusty hot camp,
the same women, women who had been driven ouénftbmes and country, women who had lost thelv&ogs and children, women
who had sold theirown personal belongings to loagl for their families, presented me with aweddintit. (Bright blue satin pants
stitched with gold embroidery, a red velveteensldecorated with colorful ponpoms, and a matching carf trimmed with what |
could only think ofas a lampshade fringe.) It wesmost extraordinary gift | have ever receivedietjust the outfit, but the lesson in
pure empathy that is one ofthe sweetest fruiteafiaith.

"An accurate representation ofthe Prophet is tiolrel first and foremost on the faces and bodiesssincere followers: in the smile
that he called 'an act of chaiity," in the slimdwif one who fasts regularly, in the solitary prasons ofthe one who prays when all
others are asleep. The Prophet's nost profoundylegfound in the best behavior of his followémsok to his people, and you will
find the Prophet."

Ms. TiPPETT. We'd love to hearyour thoughts. Contact us alspgofaith.org. The conpanion site for this

programfeatures more of my conversation with thiyfettson and several essays she's wiitten, imgu'tiinding

the Prophetin His People" and "Stopping Oppreséidvuslim Obligation."Our podcastindudes an ngdZach

week's show. And now, we're adding exdusive carfteginning with audio excerpts rommy new bools.cBver

more at speakingoflaith org.

The senior producer @eaking of Faith is Mitch Hanley, with producers Colleen Scheck dmdy Abramson and
associate producer Jessica Nordell. Our onlineradirrent Gilliss. Bill Buzenberg is our consndieditor. Kate
Moos is the managing produceiSeaking of Faith, and I'm Kiista Tippett.

Visit speakingoffaith.org

For more information on this topic, or to sign up for a weekly e-mail newsletter or free weekly
podcasts, visit speakingoffaith.org.
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